


Virginia Organizing Statement of Beliefs
• We believe that all people should be treated fairly and with dignity in all aspects of life, regardless of race, class, gender, 

religion, sexual orientation, age, ability, or country of origin.

• We believe that every person in the Commonwealth is entitled to a living wage and benefit package that is sufficient to provide the basic
necessities of life, including adequate housing, a nutritious diet, proper child care, sound mental and physical health care, and a secure
retirement.

• We believe that every person is entitled to an equal educational opportunity.

• We believe that community, economic, social, and environmental policy should be developed with the greatest input from the people it is
meant to serve, and that the policies should promote, celebrate, and sustain the human and natural resources of Virginia.

• We believe in the elimination of the extremes of wealth and poverty, in a progressive tax system based on the ability to pay, and in making
the nation’s financial systems, including the Federal Reserve Bank, more responsive to the average citizen’s needs.

• We believe that we should enhance and celebrate diversity in our community and in our state.

• We believe that those who have positions of authority in our governmental bodies, law enforcement agencies, and institutions of learning
should reflect the diversity of our communities.

• We believe that our public officials should be held accountable for their actions and decisions.

• We believe in the rights of workers, consumers, shareholders, and taxpayers to democratic self-organization.

• We believe in the elimination of the death penalty in all cases because it is fundamentally inhumane, ineffective as a deterrent to crime, and
disproportionately and unjustly applied against people of color and those who are economically or educationally disadvantaged.

• We believe that physical and mental health are parts of personal and community well-being; we believe that Virginians have a broad public
health and economic interest in ensuring that adequate care is available to low- and moderate-income residents.
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Virginia Organizing 2015 Grassroots Gathering
October 9–11, 2015

Friday, October 9
5:00 p.m. Registration
7:00 p.m. Welcome and Dinner
8:00 p.m. Music and Dancing — Special Performance by Mighty Joshua!

Saturday, October 10
7:30 a.m. Breakfast and Registration
8:30 a.m. Welcome
9:00 a.m. Mass Meeting — Special Guest: Attorney General Mark Herring
10:15 a.m. Workshops Session I

10:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (Two Hour Workshop): In-Depth Strategy

Campaign Strategy Chart — The Midwest Academy Strategy Chart is a great tool used to develop win-
ning issue campaigns. This two-hour workshop will give you an opportunity to learn how to use the strate-
gy chart and to apply it to your own local campaigns. Facilitated by Brian Johns (Room G-44)

10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Skills to Win Campaigns

Virginia Organizing 101 — New to Virginia Organizing? This workshop will give you an idea of Virginia
Organizing’s 20-year history, what issues we work on across the state, and how you can get more involved
in making change in your own community! Facilitated by Harold Folley and Jay Johnson (Room 130)

One-to-One Conversations — Through intentional one-to-one conversations, we learn about important
issues, identify potential members, and develop strong public relationships. Learn how and why we use
one-to-one conversations to build a strong grassroots organization. Facilitated by Haley Wilson and Debra
Grant (Room 134)

Understanding Power — In organizing, our decisions are guided by power analysis. How can we build
power to make the changes we want to make? In this workshop, you will define power, learn how to con-
duct a community power analysis, and discuss ways to build power for the long haul. Facilitated by Joe
Szakos and Johnny Mayo (Room 138)

Participatory Research — To build winning local campaigns, we need to be able to understand the com-
plex issues in question. Learn from the Alliance for a Just Society and Virginia Organizing how important
research work is not limited to professors and experts but can be done in a way that includes us all!
Facilitated by Sam Blair and Denise Smith (Room 142)

Make Your Voice Heard: Writing Letters to the Editor — Decision-makers — politicians, CEOs, and
others — look to media to see what people are talking about. Learn the tricks of writing letters to the editor
that will be published and amplify your voice! Facilitated by Amanda Pohl (Room 143)

Fundraising to Build Grassroots Power — Are you nervous about asking people for money but want us
to keep doing our great organizing?  Find out how to get over those jitters and learn how to be an effective
fundraiser. Facilitated by Michele Mattioli and Kathy Stanton (Room 141)



11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Hot Topics in Local Chapters

Climate Change Roundtable — Climate change threatens all Virginians. Join leaders from across the
state for a roundtable conversation about how we might respond to the challenges. Facilitated by Colleen
Garrison and Teresa Stanley (Room 130)

School to Prison Pipeline — School punishment policies that disproportionately affect students of color
and students with disabilities can put young people on the path to incarceration. Learn how organized peo-
ple are taking a stand against this system at the local level. Facilitated by Addie Alexander and the
Fredericksburg Chapter (Room 134)

Speak Your Mind: Media Spokesperson Training — This training will help you hone in on your inter-
ests and skills to generate media coverage on important issues. After this workshop, you’ll be prepared to
serve as a spokesperson for your local Chapter on the issues that matter to you most. Facilitated by 
Amanda Pohl and Sandra A. Cook (Room 138)

Immigrant Rights — With comprehensive immigration reform stalled in Congress, Virginia has still made
progress on immigration issues at the state and local level—in-state tuition, ending ICE holds, and more.
What’s next for immigrant rights? Facilitated by Isabel Castillo and Ray Scher (Room 142)

Civil Rights Past and Present — Join veterans of the Virginia Students’ Civil Rights Committee for a
conversation about the history of civil rights struggle in Virginia and how we can build on it in our work
today. Facilitated by Dottie Edwards and Fancy Terrell (Room 143)

After Marriage Equality: LGBTQ Campaigns — Now that marriage rights have been won, what’s next
in the fight for LGBTQ equality? Hear stories about Virginia Organizing’s local work on the issue and
share ideas for paths forward. Facilitated by Joe Szakos and Keith Johnson (Room 141)

12:30 p.m. Lunch
1:30 p.m. Group Photo

2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Making Statewide and National Change

Building a New Chapter — Statewide and national change starts locally. If you are part of a new or
emerging Virginia Organizing Chapter, this workshop is for you! Established local Chapters will share
insights, ideas, and challenges that they have encountered along the way. Facilitated by Teresa Stanley and
Andrae Hash (Room 130)

Women’s Issues — Explore challenges specific to women in Virginia, including economic opportunity,
health care access, and discrimination, with facilitators from the ACLU and Women’s Equality Center.
Facilitated by Kathy Greenier and Allison Kennedy (Room 134)

Restoration of Rights — Virginia Organizing served as a strong voice in the recent improvements to
Virginia’s Restoration of Rights process. Come learn about the recent changes and how you can help
others get their rights back! Facilitated by Cathy Woodson and John Mahan (Room 138)

Retirement Security — An interactive discussion of the serious threats to Social Security and
Medicare in a time of polarization, extremism, and misinformation…and what we need to do about it.
Facilitated by the Social Security Strategy Committee (Room 142)



2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.: Making Statewide and National Change (continued)

Health Care Reform: Building a Story Bank — In the Affordable Care Act’s fifth year, we are hearing
more and more success stories from individual and families across the Commonwealth. At the same time,
we continue to hear about the need for Medicaid expansion. Join Families USA for a training on collecting
and vetting stories for a statewide story bank. Facilitated by Airrion Andrews and Toni Mack (Room 143)

Virginia Organizing 301 (Advanced) — Are you an active member who is interested in the long-term
growth and development of Virginia Organizing? Then you should join this workshop for an hour of discus-
sion around growth, Chapter sustainability, working together across Chapters, and a big picture vision for
Virginia Organizing! Facilitated by Bob Becker and Addie Alexander (Room 141)

3:30 p.m. Open Time and Local Chapter Fair
5:00 p.m. Mass Meeting
6:30 p.m. 20th Anniversary Celebration Dinner

Sunday, October 11
8:00 a.m. Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Action Small Groups
10:30 a.m. Report Back
11:00 a.m. Closing and Send-Off







Voices That Challenge
gives a big shout out to
Virginia Organizing

for 20 years of organizing for justice

Go VO!
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ssuuppppoorrttss tthhee wwoorrkk ooff 
VViirrggiinniiaa OOrrggaanniizziinngg.. 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss oonn 
2200 yyeeaarrss ooff ggrreeaatt wwoorrkk..
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Maclin Building, 408 East Market St., Ste 202
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902
T: 434.979.4822 • F: 434.963.7859
MHSwanson.com

Margreta Swanson
President, Financial Advisor
MSwanson@MHSwanson.com 

Strength in Balance

336 Old Riverside Dr., Danville, VA 24541

Helping underserved students 
achieve career success

for more than 125 years!

Call 434.793.6822 
or visit www.an.edu

...a degree of difference since 1886

MBA • On-line Programs

Healthcare
Management

Surgical
Technology

Medical  •  Business

“Any time I ever had a 
 question or a problem, 
 the instructors were 
 always available. They 
 went above and 
 beyond to make sure
 I had every resource 
 available to succeed.”

- Staci Barker
  CMA, RMA, CET
  ANU graduate
  medical assistant
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President Bobby Green
Vice President Sylvia Cox
Secretary Ruth Williams
Assistant Secretary Tina Washington
Treasurer Penny Martin
Assistant Treasurer Elsie Mills

Cassandra Brock Alice Hansberry
Harriet Carter Vizena Howard
Margaret Jackson Avery Gray

SSttrr ii vv iinngg  ff oo rr  TToommoorrrrooww



visit  www.birchstudio.com
call  434-977-3903 
email  david@birchstudio.com

+ GRAPHIC DESIGN
+ BRANDING
+ WEB DEVELOPMENT
+ DATA VISUALIZATION

BETTER
MARKETING

 Fighting the good fight for

  

   
  

 
 
  
  

  

   
  

 
 
  
  

  

   
  

 
 
  
  

  

   
  

 
 
  
  

  

   
  

 
 
  
  

  

   
  

 
 
  
  

  

   
  

 
 
  
  

  

   
  

 
 
  
  

In support of the work
of Virginia Organizing
to create a more just
community for our
Commonwealth

da

The Reverend Janine Howard,
DMin, Martinsville, Virginia



WHO WE ARE
We are mothers, grandmothers, and other 
caregivers who can no longer be silent and 
still about the very real danger that our 
dependence on dirty energy poses to our 
children and grandchildren —from dirty air 
and contaminated water, to rising seas and 
more extreme weather.

What we DO
We come together to discover our sources 
of power as mothers:

We are the primary purchasers in  
our households

  We create strong social and  
professional networks

  We VOTE.

When we act together, we are an 
effective voice to protect our children and 
grandchildren today, and to ensure that 
they have a bright future.

To learn more about Mothers Out Front  
and our work in Virginia, please  
email Rev. Tiffany Curtis at 
tiffany.curtis@mothersoutfront.org 

Congratulations to Virginia Organizing Celebrating Your 20th Anniversary 

Learn  more:  www.MothersOutFront.org
Follow  us on :
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LYNNHAVEN COLONY 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

congratulates Virginia Organizing for     
20 years of  powerful organizing for 

social justice in Virginia! 

Virginia Beach | www.lcccucc.org



Available from Vanderbilt University Press





313 2nd Street SW, Charlottesville

Congratulations Virginia Organizing! 
Addiction Education Center

Committed to Ongoing Recovery
New Location: Behind Lee Bank, Pennington Gap, VA

PO Box 688, Pennington Gap, VA 24277
(276) 546-1213   *   aec_beth@yahoo.com



The Daughters of Wisdom

Congratulate and thank 

Virginia Organizing 

For 20 years of witness, advocacy, and
action for the justice issues of the day!

IN LOVING MEMORY

John R. Erwin
Volunteer for Charlottesville Chapter

1930 – 2014



LUNENBURG COUNTY VIRGINIA 
CHAPTER OF THE NAACP

“The NAACP fights for your Civil Rights –
Stand with us.”

To our friends at Virginia Organizing 

Best wishes for the 
decades to come.





Voices
appalachianvoices.org

Congratulations to

VIRGINIA ORGANIZING
for 20 years of empowering

Virginians on issues that matter.

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations
VIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZING

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations
VIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZING

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations
VIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZINGVIRGINIA ORGANIZING

The following individuals and businessess thank Virginia Organizing 
for their continued work for justice!

da

Mark Braley
Edwin’s Auto Sales

R. Scott and Alexis Ehrhardt
Health and Environmental Funders Network

Patty Katz
Richmond Peace Education Center

Rosemary Rivera
Larry Stafford

Ellsworth and Katherine Stanton
US Action Education Fund/Sarah Chaisson Warner

Ofelia Wattley

Thank you!
What does it take to build a 

successful, diverse, powerful 
grassroots organization in a state 

that was once home to the Capital 
of the Confederacy? Virginia 

Organizing has been working for 20 
years to build power and create 
changes all across Virginia — 

starting in the region farthest from 
Richmond to empower directly 

affected people whose voices are 
often drowned out by systemic 

oppression and left out of traditional 
political power structures. 

The book is available for 
purchase now at 

http://bit.ly/vaorgbook. All 
proceeds from purchases made 
through Virginia Organizing will 

benefit the organization.



Congratulations to 
Virginia Organizing on your

20th Anniversary! 
Here’s to many more decades 

of working together to 
stand up for fairness and justice.

        

The following individuals and
businessess thank Virginia

Organizing for their continued
work for justice!

da

Community Organizers for Change
Mehrdad Azemun

Bob Becker
Nik Belanger
Sam Blair
Rick Cagan
Bree Carlson
Isabel Castillo
Amy Cohen

Libero Della Piana
Hugh Espey

Judith LeBlanc
Rob Martin
Josh Norris
Will Pittz

Wade Rathke
Ellen Ryan

SAMS/Matt Hepler
Joe Szakos

The Clinch Coalition

Doctors and Nurses for Change
Betty Chew

Raquel Enriquez
Bryant Hood

Churches for Change
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

of Fredericksburg

Small Business People for Change
10 Italian Cafe

BrandSync Benefit Corporation
By Word of Mouth Automotive

Caffespresso
Commonwealth Cleaning Company LLC

Earth & Tea Cafe
El Sol Mexican Restaurant

Gloria Tucker and Kathy Stanton, Business Partners
Green Hummingbird Fair Trade Clothing

Harriet Tubman Cultural Center
Koach Salon & Barber Shop

Small Business People for Change (continued)
Restoration of Petersburg Community Development

Upper 90 Soccer
Zazzy’s Coffee House & Roastery

Educators and Teachers for Change
Allison Anoll

Deanna Durham
Carrie Anne & Eddie Pinson

Justice in Action
V I R G I N I A  L E G A L  A I D  S O C I E T Y

866-LeglAid (866-534-5243) Visit us on the Web: www.vlas.org

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23 Years
Steve Fisher & Nancy Garretson

21 Years
Richard Liroff

Joe & Kristin Szakos

20 Years
Margaret & Robin Feierabend

Ladelle McWhorter
Ellen Ryan

John Wancheck

19 Years
Rick & Vic Cagan

Howard & Janet Evergreen
Les Schmidt

18 Years
Joey Childers & Denise Smith

Susan Fraiman
John & Nancy Gallini

Hunter Mabry
Clare McBrien
Roger Pollak
Denise Smith

17 Years
John Accordino & Anne-Marie McCartan

Taylor & Kathie Beard
Julia & John Curtis, Jr.

Beth Davies
Edith Good

Brenda Lambert & Jim Shea
Sandra & David Lyons

Jack Marshall & Cri Kars-Marshall
Michele Mattioli

Marita & Clarence McClymonds
Wilson McIvor

Al & Helen Reynolds

17 Years (continued)
Hank & Frances Schutz

Ben & Susan Thacker-Gwaltney
Chip & Betsy Tucker

Bitsy & David Waters
Susan Weiss

Gloria & Carroll Wessinger
Sarah Windes

Cathy & Arthur Woodson

16 Years
Gordon Braden

Paul & Mary Gaston
Gerri Gribi
Jerry Hardt

Khalil Hassan
Cynthia Hoehler-Fatton
Thomas & Carol Lamm

Burt & Jenny Lauderdale
Pete Mahoney

Charles & Lora Rinker
Mary Rouleau

Jim Sessions & Fran Ansley
Tom Shannon

cory schmanke parrish & Sierra Spingarn
Eileen & Bill Stephens

Maria Timoney
Bob & Mary Tripp

Maura Ubinger
Larry & Barbara Williford

15 Years
William & Eleanor Abbot

Phoebe Antrim
Frank & Jane Blechman

Joseph Borzelleca & Ellen Brock
Sumner Brown & Herb Beskin

Jean Bruns
Tom Del Savio & Tammy Gardner

Georgeanna Driver

Virginia Organizing thanks all of our donors for their support, and especially 
these people, who have been truly steadfast over the years.  

You help make the organizing possible and we thank you!

da



15 Years (continued)
Pablo Eisenberg

Peggy Galloway & Larry Bouchard
Betsy Greenleaf

Bob Gross & Jean Shepard
Doris & Atwill Gwaltney
Mary & Jim Harshfield

Bob Hoffman & Sue Chase
John & Mariann Horejsi

Lesley Howard & Glenn Skutt
Brian & Paige Campbell Johns

Mary & Harry Johns
Cheryl Kasper

George & Louis Kegley
Joyce & Forrest Kerns

Guy Kinman
Bill Lankford

John & Kaye Levy
Anne McKeithen & Erik Midelfort

Sylvia & Murray Milner
Maggie & John Murphy

David North
Joan & Mark Olson

Bill Quandt & Helena Cobban
Judy & Tom Rodd

Dave Rogers
Virginia Rovnyak

Sylvia Strawn
Sharon Utz

THANKS
to virginia 
organizing 

staff and board 
for 20 years of 
service! keep on 
working for a 
just virginia!

–sandra a. cook
chairperson

Thank you!
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(540) 371-1612

DelWHowell@house.virginia.gov.
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